


May 25, 1969 



Richard Bernabei 
Department of Classics 
Queen's University 
Kingston, Ontario, Canada 



Dear Dick: 

I am overwhelmed with the content of your letter of May 19 and do 
intend to use this in my arguement for custody of C 2766 and the empty 
cartridges. Our photgrapher advised me to obtain, from the archives, 
glossy prints of the Commission Exhibits where you correctly point 
out Frazier's errors. "Blow-ups" from prints from the Archives will 
be better than "blow-ups" from the printed book. These have been 
requested from the Archives and I have already paid them the money, 
of course, I will send both you and Harold duplicates. 

We have made a very close-up picture of the base, with primer, of an 
empty cartridge and I am forwarding it to the Archives with request 
that they make an exact copy of the base of C E 544 so I can include it 
in my brief as you suggest. My lawyers advise this is better than using 
the picture from you or Harold because I have a letter and cancelled 
check to support and it would be harder for the government to question 
the authenticity than if I obtained the picture from you or Harold. 

In the brief there will be no opportunity to explain the source of these 
ideas. However, in any news media I certainly will set the record straight. 
Harold suggested it might be of value if you prepare an affadavit attesting 
that you, he, and the photographer did in fact actually manually manipulate 
these items of evidence. I have prepared an acceptable American type of 
document and should appreciate if you could make the correct Canadian 
counterpart, on University Stationary, if possible. The government, in its 
brief against me claims this is forbidden as you can see from the enclosed 
Xerox copy of regulations. A U.S. $1.00 banknote is included which, I hope, 
will at least cover the cost of the oath by the notary. 



"f* 



Your memorandum of May 21 also arrived. This Is real clever, I 
had never thought of this possibility. I immediately tried it out on 
some of my empties. Yes, the ejected cartridge does spin and come* 
very close to the spot you indicated. However, none of my several 
trials produced any "dents" or brass marks on the appropriate part 
of the gun and I am left with the fact that after a few hundred fired 
rounds mainly from two guns the empty cases all of which were ejected 
in a "normal" fashion, at least not in anticipation of your phenomena, 
none of the cases show the "dents ", This may be a peculiarity of a few 
guns, possibly, Harold's and Oswaldte. I will try again tomorrow with 
dental impression paper taped on the appropriate spot. Also when I get 
some time we will make a movie of the shells being ejected at about 
200 frames per minute so it can be reduced to slow motion. If promising 
results are obtained I can recall about six guns. I will modify my suit 
and request permission to do this with CE 2766. 



all the best. 




John Nichols 
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